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Objective 
 
The fundamental objective of this course is to provide exposition about the Enlightenment 
Thought. The Age of Enlightenment in Europe is considered to be a cultural movement of 
intellectuals beginning in late 17th and 18th century emphasizing reason and individualism rather 
than tradition. Pre–enlightenment period and the rise of enlightenment to its critique will be 
discussed in the course. 
 
Course Contents 
 
1. Introduction 
2. What is Enlightenment? – A critical perspective. 
3. Difference between Classical Period and Dark Ages 
4. Why religious domain is not considered to be enlightenment? 
5. Religious Institutionalization 
6. Discursive Practices 
7. Protestantization of Christianity 
8. Scottish Enlightenment 
9. Humanism 
10. Romanticism 
11. Cartesian Meditations 
12. Deception (Meditations) 
13. Modernism 

13.1. Anthropocentricity 
13.1.1. Individualism 
13.1.2. Collectivism 

13.2. Freedom 
13.2.1. Individualistic 
13.2.2. Collectivistic 

13.3. Rationality 
13.3.1. Static 
13.3.2. Dialectic 

14. Freedom (Humanism) 
15. Liberty and Commerce 
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16. Knowledge and Freedom 
17. Post Colonialism 
18. Philosophy of History (Georg Hegel) 
19. Philosophy of History (Karl Marx) 
20. Philosophy of History (Immanuel Kant) 
21. Philosophy of History (Socrates) 
22. Philosophy of History (Plato) 
23. Philosophy of History (Aristotle) 
24. Philosophy of History (Augustine) 
25. Philosophy of History (Machiavelli) 
26. Philosophy of History (Hobbes) 
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